Hiding in plain sight: H1N1 influenza presenting with respiratory failure and normal chest radiography.
Sepsis and respiratory failure are uncommon complications of infection with H1N1 influenza. In the majority of cases of H1N1-associated sepsis and respiratory failure found in the literature, evidence of pneumonia or the acute respiratory distress syndrome was seen on chest radiography. This case report describes the clinical characteristics of a patient who presented with septic shock and multi-system organ failure due to H1N1 influenza, but had normal chest radiography. Beyond describing a unique presentation of H1N1-related sepsis, this report highlights the need for clinicians to maintain a high index of suspicion for infection with H1N1 influenza in patients with sepsis and respiratory distress.